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DETAILED ACTION 
Allowable Subject Matter 

1. The indicated allowability of claims 6, 15, 18 and 26 is withdrawn in view of the 
newly discovered reference(s) to Okada. Rejections based on the newly cited 
reference(s) follow. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1, 5, 7, 8, 10, 16, 17, 24, 25, 27 and 28 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Okada et al. (US Publication Number 
2004/01 38964^ hereinafter "Okada"). 

4. As per claims 1, 10, 16, 24 and 27 Okada teaches a method, system, and device 
comprising: 

identifying with a printing device (print system 1, figure 1) a region code stored on a 
component installed within the printing device (identifying region code stored on 24, 
figure 4, internal auxiliary storage, paragraph [0046]); and 
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setting a geographical region (initial setting module 91 of figure 4, sets as shown 
in figure 5 a geographical region) for the printing device to be the geographical region 
identified by the region code such that only components intended for that geographical 
region can be used with the printing device (once URL region is set user is allowed to 
make purchases only according to the geographical region as initialized, paragraph 
[0085]). 

5. As per claims 5 and 17, Okada teaches a method, system and device wherein 
setting a geographical region comprises locking the region code for the printing device 
such that only components intended for sale in that geographical region can be used 
with the printing device (once the geographical region is initialized the region code is 
locked in the URL, figure 5). 

6. As per claims 7 and 28 Okada teaches a method and device further comprising 
providing the region code to a user computer (user is supplied with the region code 
paragraphs [0065 and 0068]). 

7. As per claim 8, Okada teaches a method and system further comprising 
accessing a database on the user computer that cross-references the region code with 
components available for use with the printing device to identify components that can be 
presented to a user for purchase (cross-reference URL with Web Page database, 
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paragraphs [0041 - 0043], to list components available to a user as seen in steps S204 
and S205 in figure 10). 

8. As per claim 25, Okada teaches a device wherein the region identification system 
(printer utility s102, figure 5) is configured to set the region code for the printing device 
only after a predetermined criterion is satisfied (predetermined criterion to set the region 
code is clicking/selecting the "OK" button in the printer utility as seen in figure 6). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

9. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

10. Claims 3 and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Okada in view of Walker et al. (US Patent Number 6,494,562 hereinafter "Walker"). 

11. As per claim 3, Okada teaches a method where manufacture information is 
embedded within the memory of a print cartridge that is installed within the printing 
device (memory of cartridge utilized by the processor of the printer, paragraphs [0056 & 
0096]). 
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Okada does not explicitly include the region code in the information embedded 
within the memory of the print cartridge. 

Walker teaches a method wherein identifying a region code comprises reading a 
region code embedded within memory of a print cartridge (cartridge 14, figure 1) that is 
installed within the printing device (region code information store in memory 42, figure 
2). 

The claim would be obvious because the technique for improving a particular I/O 
device by reading characteristics stored on components with memory was part of the 
ordinary capabilities of a person of ordinary skill in the art in view of the teaching of the 
technique for improvement in read/store organization in computer readable storage 
medium. 

12. Okada modified by the teachings of Walker as applied in claim 3 above, as per 
claim 4, Okada teaches a method wherein setting a geographical region comprises 
storing the identified region code in device memory of the printing device (register area 
96 stores the selected URL 97, paragraph [0060]). 

13. Claims 6, 15, 18 and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Okada in view of Hopper et al. (US Publication Number 
2003/0071726, hereinafter "Hopper"). 
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14. As per claims 6, 15, 18 and 26 Okada teaches a method wherein locking the 
region codes comprises determining the level of ink by the printing device and locking 
the region code if the number of pages reaches a predetermined ink level threshold 
(once the ink level reaches a predetermined threshold the URL is locked and proceeds 
to display consumable consumer options, paragraphs [0085 - 0087]). 

Okada does not teach a threshold that is based on the number of pages that can 
be printed. 

Hopper teaches a threshold based upon the number of pages printed to 
determine the amount of ink left (paragraph [0033]). 

It would have obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
Applicant's invention utilize a simplified static number of pages printed as a threshold 
value of Hopper instead of the dynamic ink level threshold of Okada. One of ordinary 
skill in the art would be motivated to make such modification in order to enhance 
flexibility in active monitoring and maintenance of printers (paragraph [0005]). 

15. Claims 9, 12 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Okada in view of Maehara (US Publication Number 2004/0125393). 

16. Okada teaches a printing device database access (cross-reference URL with 
Web Page database, paragraphs [0041 - 0043]). 

Okada does not explicitly disclose a driver for the access. 
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Maehara teaches a method and system wherein providing the region code 
comprises providing the region code to a device driver that executes on the user 
computer and wherein accessing a database comprises accessing the database with 
the device driver (Maehara: upon detection of an error the region is update for a user to 
access via a Web database paragraph [01 03-01 04]). 

The printing device of Okada and Maehara are comparable, as it is known to one 
of ordinary skill in the art that I/O devices require device drivers for interfacing. The 
claim would be obvious because the technique of device driver data access for control 
functionality was part of the ordinary capabilities of a person of ordinary skill in the art in 
view of the teaching of the technique for device data interface 
interaction/communication in a similar situation. 

Response to Arguments 

17. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1, 3 - 10, 12, 15 - 19 and 24 - 28 
have been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

18. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Aurangzeb Hassan whose telephone number is (571) 
272-8625. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 9 AM to 5:30 
PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kim Huynh can be reached on (571) 272-4147. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




